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WARRANT PROCEDURE

Magistrate reviews request; if it 
properly demostrates that there 
is probable cause that a crime 
has been or is being committed, 
then a warrant is issued.

LEO drafts a sworn statement 
(usually an affidavit) stating the 
facts and people or places to be 
searched with particularity.

LEO observes or is made aware 
of activity that leads officer to 
believe a search or seizure can 
yield evidence of a crime.

What is a warrant?

When do the police
need a warrant?



How do the police obtain a warrant?

What can be searched or seized?

Do the police have to knock first?







MIRANDA WARNING
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Thousands of arrestable offenses
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When someone is stopped by the police, anxiety can be high for both the 
o�cer and the individual being stopped. Many people �nd it 

intimidating and very hard to talk to the police. You may or may not 
have any idea why the police o�cer is stopping you. Likewise, a police 

o�cer’s job is hard and he or she never knows exactly what they are 
walking into during a stop, especially of a vehicle. The police 

o�cer wants to go home safe and sound just like you do. What 
follows are some recommendations from attorneys 

and police o�cers on appropriate ideas 
for personal conduct when stopped 

by a police o�cer.

1. Stay Calm – a police o�cer may interpret 
your nervousness as suspicious behavior.

2. If you’re in a vehicle, pull over as soon 
as safe – consider turning on your 
interior light if at night – so that the 
o�cer can see your movements. Remain 
in your vehicle where the o�cer can see 
your hands until requested otherwise.

3. Be Courteous.
4. Before you make movements with your 

hands – inform the o�cer so there is no 
miscommunication of your actions.

5. Use common sense and remember do 
not waive your legal rights without 
speaking to an attorney – you may need 
them.

When someone is stopped by the police, anxiety can be high for both the 
o�cer and the individual being stopped. Many people �nd it 

Recommendations on

Police Encounters

1. Stay Calm – a police o�cer may interpret 
your nervousness as suspicious behavior.

2. If you’re in a vehicle, pull over as soon 
as safe – consider turning on your 
interior light if at night – so that the 
o�cer can see your movements. Remain 
in your vehicle where the o�cer can see 
your hands until requested otherwise.

3. Be Courteous.
4. Before you make movements with your 

hands – inform the o�cer so there is no 
miscommunication of your actions.

5. Use common sense and remember do 
not waive your legal rights without 
speaking to an attorney – you may need speaking to an attorney – you may need speaking to an attorney
them.
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